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which have kept the kingdom steady to its interest, against
all the attacks of a cunning and virulent faction.

However, the mischiefs of the press were too exorbitant
to be cured, by such a remedy as a tax upon the smaller
papers; and a Bill for a much more effectual regulation of
it was brought into the House of Commons, but so late in
the session, that there was no time to pass it: for there hath
hither to always appeared, an unwillingness to cramp overmuch
the liberty of the press, whether from the inconveniencies
apprehended from doing too much, or too little ; or whether
the benefit proposed by each party to themselves, from the
service of their writers, towards recovering or preserving of
power, be thought to outweigh the disadvantages. However
it came about, this affair was put off from one week to
another, and the Bill not brought into the House till the
eighth of June. It was committed three days, and then
heard of no more. In this Bill there was a clause inserted,
(whether industriously with design to overthrow it) that the"
author's name, and place of abode, should be set to every
printed book, pamphlet, or paper; which I believe no man,
who hath the least regard to learning, would give his consent
to : for, besides the objection to this clause from the practice
of pious men, who, in publishing excellent writings for the
service of religion, have chosen, out of an humble Christian
spirit, to conceal their names; it is certain, that all persons
of true genius or knowledge have an invincible modesty and
suspicion of themselves, upon their first sending their
thoughts into the world; and that those who are dull or
superficial, void of all-taste and judgment, have dispositions
directly contrary: so that if this clause had made part of a
law, there would have been an end, in all likelihood, of any
valuable production for the future, either in wit or learning :
and that insufferable race of stupid people, who are now
every day loading the press, would then reign alone, in time
destroy our very first principles of reason, and introduce
barbarity amongst us, which is already kept out with so
much difficulty by so few hands.

Having given an account of the several steps made towards
a peace, from the first overtures begun by France, to the
commencement of the second session, I shall in the Fourth
Book relate the particulars of this great negotiation, from